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at the Salem Pioneer Cemetery

%:_‘“ Opening remarks will be Livestreamed at 11:00am @

YouTube: https://youtu.be/1igBHixrCPVW  Taste of Salem History Channel
Facebook.com/Salem Historic Landmarks Commission

Please join us at 11:30 am for the open house in placing a
flower or lighting a joss stick to honor the Chinese
ﬁ burials throughout the Salem Pioneer Cemetery. i
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https://youtu.be/1gBHixrCPVw

The Qing Ming Festival i i,
or the Clear and Bright Festival, is a | ¥
traditional Chinese festival associated with ﬁ
honoring ancestors and celebrating the
return of spring. This festival is also known
as “tomb sweeping” day. Traditionally,
family members cleaned the tombs of their H
ancestors and made offerings of tea, wine,
and food. Families would then burn paper
which represented money that the spirits
could use in the afterlife. This would ensure
that the ancestors had enough food and
money for the next year. The ceremony
today is an interpretation of the traditional
Qing Ming festival.

The Practice of Disinterment

In Chinese funerary culture, your family is expected to care for
your remains during festivals like Qing Ming. When many
Chinese immigrated to America starting in the 18s50s, they
wanted to make sure their remains would be returned to China.
After someone died, they were buried for a period of seven to
ten years. After this period, the remains were disinterred and
placed in a special shipping container so they could be sent back
to China. The Chinese Consolidated Benevolent Association, or
the CCBA, often organized these disinterments. Traditionally,
only adult men were disinterred. There are likely some women
and children still buried in the Chinese section of the cemetery,
as well as some men whose family may have not had the means
to return their remains to China.
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Program:

11:00 Welcome
Proclamation—Qing Ming 2022

11:10 Speakers: Mayor Bennett, Myron Lee, Kylie Pine,

Salem’s Chinese Community

11:30 Open House: Burner for Joss Paper; Placing of
Joss Sticks and Flowers on the Shrine



The Shrine

The characters on the shrine translated to something like “to the tomb of

an unknown friend.” « 8 N &0 &8 IS EZ06: “BUNENZ A A2

Though the population of Chinese residents in Salem was nearly 400 in
the 189o0s, by the 1930s, many Chinese had been pushed out by high rent

and racial discrimination. * R E frigt &l30tFAR, ZEHWIIH EFRRA D
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The shrine fell of out use and in 1963, park crews uncovered the shrine
(picture on front cover) when clearing decades of overgrown bushes.

Salem Pioneer Cemetery stewards and the City of Salem are partnering to
provide a permanent interpretative feature at the site so that the shrine
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Partners for this project include:
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City of Salem, Community Development Department *
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City of Salem, Parks and Recreations Services *
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City of Salem, Salem Public Works Department *
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Friends of the Pioneer Cemetery *
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Oregon State Historic Preservation Office *
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CCBA Portland « FREE/AFRT, BAF22 500
Willamette University « B K4 K %%

Members of the Chinese Shrine Advisory Committee ¢
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Rick Hilts and City View Cemetery « 3 i 55U 2 %%

Raymond Lin, Hoy Yin Association
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Want to join the shrine
advisory committee?
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kstraus@cityofsalem.net

Questions?
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Contact Kimberli Fitzgerald
B AKimberli Fitzgerald
B1% 503-540-2397

kfitzgerald@cityofsalem.net



